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Introduction 

The Civil Services Examination or the UPSC Examination is one of the 

most prestigious nationwide exams in India for the recruitment of 

various Civil Services of the Government of India, which includes 

Indian Administrative Service (IAS), Indian Police Service (IPS) and 

Indian Forest Service (IFS). This is conducted by the Union Public 

Service Commission (UPSC). 

To appear for this examination, a candidate must be 21 years of 

age, should have completed his/her graduation from a recognized 

University, and must be a citizen of India.  

 

This exam is a three phase test: 

1. Prelims(To test the general awareness, logical and analytical 

reasoning of the candidate) 

2. Mains (To check the academic talent in answering to the point 

of a given question) 

3. Interview ( To know about the personality of the candidate) 

 

CSE or Civil Service Exam is not that a hard nut to crack as all 

that it needs is a proper method of learning with a proper 

guidance. 

 

‘Proper guidance’ plays an important role in clearing a civil 

service exam. It makes the student aware about how to plan 

and make decisions about what to study and what not to. It will 

help to learn in a more organized and systematic manner. 

 

The UPSC Civil Services examination is one of the toughest 

exams in India. The number of aspirants who appear for the 
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exam rises every year hoping to join the most prestigious Civil 

Services of India.  

 

Graphical representation of the no. of aspirants 

 

 
 

 

This steep inclination in the number of aspirants joining the UPSC 

coaching centerspaved a way for the institutions to bloom in 

major cities and towns of India. 

 

Before a year or two, Delhi was the ‘Meccaof CivilService’ 

coaching centers. Aspirants used to fly to Delhi and spend lakhs 

of rupees to join the academy. 
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Coaching Centers in India 

Some of the good coaching centers in India are: 

 

1. Rau’s IAS Study Circle: 

It is an independent body which offers one of the best IAS 

coaching for the aspirants in Delhi.Though it demands high 

fee, it gives a standard and full-fledged study materials and 

classes. 

   

 

2. Elite IAS Academy: 

Founded in 2012, Elite IAS Academy Delhi, aims at 

empowering IAS candidates and coaching system of India 

along with scholarship programs and even free IAS 

coaching. 

 
 

3. Vajiram and Ravi IAS Coaching: 
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It is one of the best and oldest Civil Service coaching centers 

in India. It is well known for its comprehensive UPSC 

Preparation. It offers well-experienced faculties. 

 

 
 

4. Sriram’s IAS Centre: 

This is an institute dedicated to train candidates appearing 

for Civil Services Examination, with an experience of 35 years 

in guiding the aspirants to achieve the prestigious 

government positions. 

 
 

5. Chanakya IAS Academy: 

This is an academy which really aims to develop a 

competitive attitude in students. Every year it moulds a 

number of civil servants for India. 
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        Advantages of IAS Coaching classes: 

 
1. Physical presence of the Mentor: 

During the first few days of preparation, a candidate 

would be totally unaware of the syllabus of the exam. An 

expert guidance will help him/her to know more about 

the exam pattern, the main topics and how to prepare. 

No matter how good the online institutions are, it can 

never replace the physical presence of a guide. 

The faculty members will be experts. They will either be 

retired or serving bureaucrats who are well-versed with 

every nook and corner of such exams. 

 

2. Quickly cover the syllabus: 

Studying in a coaching class will enable the aspirant to 

cover the syllabus within a short span of time. Thereby 

ensuring to save more time and update with current 

affairs. 
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3. Think Beyond: 

The faculty of IAS coaching centers would be highly 

qualified and well-experienced. They train the mind of the 

aspirants and enable them to think beyond the box. One 

can’t experience such guidance from online teaching 

faculties as there are very few one-to-one classes as of 

now. 

 

4. Interaction with Peer Group: 

Attending the top institute for IAS coaching in Bangalore 

will give the aspirant’s a chance to compare themselves 

with other candidates. Or else a student may be unaware 

of how good his competitors are. 

 

5. Focus and Motivation: 

Experts in coaching centers keep the candidates focused 

and motivated. They highlight the success rates and the 

life of Civil Service aspirants. Thus it revitalizes the minds of 

students. 

But, technology has made it easier for the aspirants to learn 

anything, anywhere, anytime. It has provided a space for the 

aspirants to prepare without leaving their comfort zone.  

 

 

 

Online UPSC apps: 

 
Online coaching apps have many advantages when 

compared to the offline coaching centers: 
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1. Geographical Link: 

Online coaching apps can be accessed from any part of 

the world. No matter how far the person and teachers are. 

Thus quality coaching can be obtained with little efforts. 

Travel expenses and accommodation money can be saved. 

The candidate will learn to be independent, which will 

mould his character and help him in his interview after the 

mains exam. 

 

2. Study-work balance: 

There many people who are working but are still haunted by 

the love for UPSC exams. For such aspirants, going to a 

coaching centre and studying would be nothing less than 

impossible.  

 

Online coaching can be a helping hand for such aspirants, 

that they can spare their leisure time to prepare for exams to 

make their dream come true.  

 

 

3. 2-way interaction: 

The process of learning is incomplete without interaction. 

There are chances that students may feel hesitant to raise 

doubts before his classmates, figuring the doubt to be a 

blunder. Such cases are common where the students wind 

the day being skeptic about what they have learned. 

 

Online coaching apps will help them to clear real-time 

doubts without taking others into consideration, as many 

centers provide one-to-one teaching sessions. 
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Also the candidates can download the lecture videos, 

which will help to view the class and clear the doubts 

without interrupting the mentor. Study materials can be 

stored for long. 

 

4. Flexible time: 

There are night bees, who too dream of civil service. Day 

classes will be really difficult for them.  

 

So, the only way left out for them is the online classes, where 

they choose their convenient time to study.  

 

Now, let’s look at some of the best YouTube apps for UPSC 

preparation. 

 

1. Unacademy: 

This is one of the largest free online learning initiatives in 

India, run by the civil service toppers to provide them the 

required guidance. They provide video and audio 

lectures along with the study materials. They also have a 

good faculty team which includes India’s first woman IPS 

officer- KiranBedi. 

Apart from the UPSC classes, they are also famous with 

banking, SSC and other such government job aspirants. 
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• No. of installs: 314,011 

 

2. Mrunal:  

Mrunal Mobile App provides study materials for UPSC 

exams via video and audio lectures along with the 

respective e-notes. In the last few, it has excelled on the 

field of giving guidance to civil service aspirants.  

 
• No. of installs: 766 

 

3. Civilsdaily: 

Civilsdaily Mobile App provides online notes to civil service 

aspirants. They are famous in providing quality 

comprehensive CurrentAffairs and News updates to help 

UPSC aspirants to clear the exam. They aim at providing 

an uncluttered interface and their goal is to support IAS 

aspirants for the General Studies part of the UPSC syllabus. 
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• No. of installs: 15,034 

 

4. IASbaba 

This online app is envisioned to enable a person in a far off 

place to crack IAS. They follow the mantra- innovative, 

smart and analytical approach in providing assistance. 

This initiative is run by a group of alumni from the premier 

institutes of IIT and IIM. 
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• No. of installs:13,389 

 

5. Vision IAS: 

VisionIAS – is a research and training institute for UPSC 

aspirants with a mission to help them actualize their 

dreams. It is one of the leading Mobile Apps which 

provides better content for current affairs for UPSC 

aspirants. 
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• No. of installs: 22,816 

 

The emergence of online IAS coaching classes with both the 

online and offline apps, could help the young minds to build a 

stronger India??? 

 

Are online classes for UPSC tolling the coaching 

centers? 

 

Every learning mode has its own merits and demerits, so it 

depends on the student’s hardwork, ability and efficiency of 

the program. 

 

Online classes can be attended anytime and anywhere, which 

gives a flexible time for the aspirants. But if a student is able to 

commute and has no problem in travelling then, he/she can 

definitely go with coaching centers as nothing can take the 

place of the comfort of the physical presence of a teacher. 

 

Online teaching has a larger possibility of being fraudulent.  So, 

it is always better to go with a good coaching institute unless 

and until the aspirant lacks time.  

 

It is always good to have personalized one to one classes. As 

far as the UPSC syllabus is considered, it changes from time to 

time, as the science develops and the government changes. 

So, the learning materials are to be personalized or improvised 

from the examination point of view.  
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Some aspirants may not be well versed with language, which 

can be solved with online classes only to an extent. But 

teachers can help an aspirant to overcome language barriers. 

 

The main difference between online and offline classes is the 

location and the flexibility of time.  

 

Although the online method has become the preferred 

method of learning for most of the UPSC aspirants due to the 

time saving aspect of UPSC classes, it is very important to 

overlook the benefits of learning.  

 

With an approach of cracking exams like UPSC through an 

online mode, the aspirants along with the mentors will benefit 

from a more relaxed and flexible way. The absence of time 

and place restrictions will mean a lot to the aspirants of Civil 

Service as they are in search of time to learn new things in 

every minute. 

 

But the offline learning is easier to ensure that participants are 

aware of the training.  

 

Since both make senses, it would be better to offer a combined 

online and offline learning approach as a trainer. 

 

                Going beyond classrooms… 

 

Into the current scenario of coaching classes for IAS aspirants, 

incorporating the recent and the age old trend is not that an 

easy nut to crack.  
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Perhaps, it will take time. Nothing can be observed in a wink or 

so. This will be a gradual success of the individual aspirant.  

 

One of the major problems of classroom training is its 

sluggishness in staying away from the emerging technologies 

and industry trends.  

 

Let us examine the benefits of combining the two: 

 

1. Track Attendance: 

Even though the aspirants are adults, there are chances that 

they may get exhausted at times. So if a coaching class is 

full-fledged with automated attendance marking system, it 

would be much easier for the management to track the 

attendance. 

 

2. Extra effective mock test papers: 

If an aspirant attends an exam in an IAS coaching class, 

then he will be able to compete only with his classmates.  

But on the other side if he/she attends an online mock test, it 

would be easier to realize the level of competition.  

So, this blend can give the aspirants a better experience. 

 

3. Share video, audio and PDF notes: 

Study materials including audios, videos and PDFs can be 

easily shared to all with ease. It can also be ensured by the 

mentors that everybody gets it. The digital study materials 

needed for the CSE exam can be easily accessed through 

mobile phones too. 
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4. Unlimited access to limited notes: 

It is very important to refer books for Civil Service aspirants, no 

matter how much they are given notes. Usually, when a 

teacher tells about a book, they run to the library where there 

will be hardly 5-8 copies. First five of them will get the books 

and rest of them will have to wait till they return it back.  

 

If these are e-books rather than the printed ones, students can 

learn systematically and they won’t have to wait for long. 

 

This can be easily made into effect by blending the both. 

 

5. Smart Computer-mediated teaching: 

By using blended personalized learning techniques in Civil 

Service coaching will make the aspirants understand every 

topic with best understanding. 

The mentors can use smart digital techniques like 3D videos 

and images for their better understanding, which may make 

them more advanced with creative thoughts needed to 

conquer Civil Service. 

 

Conclusion: 

 

With the development of technology, the ways to learn new 

skills have also developed. The new generation has everything 

under the sun in their tip of their fingers. 

Learners and employers can take advantage of online and 

offline education. It has its own pros and cons. The learners 

and the employers have to decide which suits them the best. 
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The main difference between the both is flexibility of time and 

location. And since UPSC aspirants doesn’t have much time to 

waste. So, it would be better to take decisions accordingly, ie, 

the one which suits oneself. 
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